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This guide will introduce you to how to automatically generate citations 
and export references to reference management software (e.g. Zotero, 
RefWorks, Endnote) on the different library platforms available to you. 
Always check citations and references for accuracy before using them in 
your work.  

This document uses Zotero as an example of reference management 
programmes, but there are several free programmes available. Ask your 
tutor for advice on choosing one, or explore the introductory guides on 
choosing and using reference management programmes available here: 
https://libguides.cam.ac.uk/skills.  

Different courses within the CTF require different referencing styles (e.g. 
MHRA, Harvard, etc.). Check your course handbook or with your tutor to 
confirm which referencing style you should use. 

  

https://libguides.cam.ac.uk/skills


Some reference programmes offer a browser plug-in that can export 
references directly from the library page, ebook host or e-journal 
platform. If you use such a plug-in you do not need to follow the steps 
below. The example below shows the Zotero plug-in icon at the top of the 
browser window. Simply click on the icon when you are viewing the 
book/ebook/article page you want to reference, and the plug-in will 
export your reference to your reference management system: 

 

 

  



iDiscover 
iDiscover is the catalogue for the CTF’s print books. Access iDiscover 
here: https://idiscover.lib.cam.ac.uk 

Generate a citation 

On the catalogue page of the book you would like to reference, click the 
‘Citation’ icon.  

 

This will generate a citation; scroll through the left-hand panel to find the 
reference format you need, and click to select. Click ‘Copy the citation to 
clipboard’ to copy your citation, then paste wherever you want it (i.e. your 
bibliography, essay, etc.)  

 

  

https://idiscover.lib.cam.ac.uk/


Export to reference management software 

On your book’s page, click on the ‘RIS (Endnote/Zotero)’ export icon. (You 
also have the option to export to Excel or BibTex using the icons to the 
left)  

 

Click on the ‘Download’ button. Navigate to your Downloads folder and 
open the .ris file in your reference management programme.  

 

 

 

 

 



In this example, we have imported the reference into Zotero:  

 

  



EBSCO ebooks 
EBSCO is one of the main ebook hosts used by the CTF and the Hub. 

From the main ebook page 

To generate citations and export references from the main ebook page, 
click or tap the ‘Cite’ icon at the top right of the page:  

 

A pop-up window will appear. To generate a citation, select the ‘Copy 
citation’ tab. Select your reference style using the drop-down menu. Copy 
and paste the citation wherever you need it.  

 



To export a reference, select the ‘Export citation’ tab. Select the option 
you want (RIS format is used for most reference management 
programmes, but there are other options available).  

 

Navigate to your downloads folder, and open your file in your reference 
management programme of choice.  

 

 



While you are reading the ebook 

If you decide you want to create a reference while you are reading the 
book, you can do this without needing to navigate back to the main book 
page. The same options are available from the reading view of the book, 
at the top right of the page:  

 

 

As above, click on ‘Cite’ to generate a citation or export a reference:  

 

 

 



EBSCO and ATLA e-journals 

EBSCO and ATLA are the 2 main e-journal databases used by the CTF and 
the Hub. Exporting citations of articles read on these databases works 
very similarly to the EBSCO ebooks described above. 

Follow the instructions for EBSCO ebooks – From the main ebook page 
above, using the ‘Cite’ icon at the top right of the page:  

 

  



VLEbooks 

VLEbooks is an ebook platform used by the Hub: 

 

Scroll down the page, and click on the ‘Download citations’ button. 

 



This will generate a .ris file. Navigate to your Downloads folder to open 
this file in your reference management software. 
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